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1. OFFICIAL STATE BULLETIN DATED FEB 13, 1975, CONTAINS 
DECREE (NO. 172/75) SIGNED JAN 24 BY FRANCO, PARDONING 
THREE CROATIAN HIJACKERS (RUDOLF PRISKALO, NICOLA LISAC, 

AND TOMISLAV REBRINA) FOR REMAINDER OF 12- YEAR SENTENCE 
IMPOSED ON THEM BY AERONAUTICAL TRIBUNAL DEC 4, 1974 (REF A). 
PARDON WAS BASED ON RECOMMENDATION IN SENTENCE BY AERO- 
NAUTICAL COURT, SUPPORTED BY JUDICIAL AUTHORITY OF FIRST 
AIR REGION, AND BY SUPREME COUNCIL OF MILITARY JUSTICE 
AS APPROVED IN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. DECREE SPECIFICALLY 
REFERS TO SUB-PARAS 8, 9 AND 10 OF PARA 9 IN PENAL CODE 
WHICH DESCRIBES EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES FOR CRIMINAL 
RESPONSIBILITY, NAMELY (A) ACTIONS TAKEN AT TIME OF GREAT 
STRESS OR EMOTION, AND (B) ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE GUILTY PRIOR 
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OF CRIME OR TO CONFESS TO AUTHORITIES. 

2. SWEDISH AMB HAS TOLD EMBASSY THAT HE BELIEVES 
THAT UNDERLYING 

KOHSE FOR PARDON WAS RECOGNITION BY SPANISH 
GOVT OF COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE OF HIJACKERS AT TIME OF LANDING 
OF SAS PLANE IN SEPT 1972 AT MADRID. AMB SAID THAT 
SPANISH AUTHORITIES WERE ABLE TO CONVINCE HIJACKERS TO LAND 
IN MADRID WITHOUT ENDANGERING CREW OR AIRCRAFT. AT SAME 
TIME SWEDISH AMB EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT GOS PARDONED 
THREE CROATIANS FOR REMAINDER OF SENTENCE WHICH MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN EXPECTED TO RUN FOR AT LEAST 4 OF 12 YEARS IN CONFORMITY 
WITH SWEDISH PRACTICE IN SUCH CRIMES. AMB ALSO SAID THAT 
GOS HAD INFORMED HIM THAT APPROX 500,000 SWEDISH CROWNS. 
CONFISCATED AT TIME OF LANDING OF SAS PLANE, WOULD BE 
RETURNED PROMPTLY TO EMBASSY. 

3. SWEDISH AMB SAID THAT HIS GOVT NO LONGER WAS VERY 
SANGUINE ABOUT OUTLOOK 

FOR EXTRADITION OF CROATIANS FROM 

ASUNCION WHO HAD BEEN RELEASED EARLIER BY SPANIARDS BECAUSE 
OF THEIR ALLEGED NON-INVOLVEMENT IN HIJACKING, ALTHOUGH 
THEY WERE PERSONS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN SWEDEN 
AS 

RESULT OF HIJACKING. 

4/5 EMBASSY COMMENT: THREE CROATIANS HAVE SERVED APPROX 
THREE AND ONE-HALF YEARS OF THEIR 12 YEAR SENTENCE WHICH 
AMOUNTS TO ABOUT 6 MONTHS LESS THAN SENTENCE WHICH THEY 
MIGHT HAVE RECEIVED IN SWEDEN FOR HIJACKING. ON 
SURFACE, SPANISH PUNISHMENT OF HIJACKERS WOULD SEEM TO 
FALL SHORT OF THEIR OWN LAWS AND PUNISHMENT UNDER THESE 
LAWS, BUT ALSO BELOW STANDARDS IN INT'L COMMUNITY WITH 
RESPECT TO TERRORISTS. AT MOMENT THERE IS NO INDICATION 
OF WHEREABOUTS OF THREE RELEASED PRISONERS. 
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